So you're thinking
about
Homeschooling?

A practical guide to take you through the step-bystep process of what you need to do, what you
should be thinking about, and how to make it
work for you and your family.
By Lisa Tennant, a homeschooling mom of two.
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Why?

You've probably reached a place where you've thought
about homeschooling a lot, but what you really need to
decide, is why you want to do it. There could be many
reasons, commonly, because school just isn't a good fit for
your child. Perhaps they're getting bullied and nothing is
being done about it. Maybe your child has additional needs
that aren't being met, or perhaps your child just isn't like
other children and needs to be free from the constraints
mainstream education can put on our children. As long as
the reason isn't that you hate getting out of bed in the
morning, the reason doesn't matter. Just make sure you're
sure of your Why because it will help you to feel more
confident about taking the next step.
Time to Decide

Ok, so you've made up your mind, homeschooling
feels like the best option for you and your child
right now. Before you start informing the school,
it's time to decide which path you intend to
follow once your child is no longer being
educated in mainstream school. Let's explore
your options. Click the learn more link to see the
various methods of homeschooling available.
Remember, in Scotland and Northern Ireland, you
need to seek permission to home educate,
although this shouldn't be unreasonably denied.

LEARN MORE

Follow Us on
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Who to Tell

You've made your decision and have decided which path into
homeschooling you're going to take. The beauty of this decision is that
whether you opt for a style now, you can always change your mind later.
Homeschooling is a free flowing environment, it changes daily and that's
why parents love it. We aren't bound by routine and can instead bend
and be flexible in a way that suits the whole family.
If your child is in mainstream school, I would advise you to inform them
first. The reason for this is inevitably, you will meet some negative
comments and opinions when telling your wider circle of family and
friends which could put you off altogether. If you've already informed the
school, the decision has been made and it will give you confidence to
stand firm against any negativity that might come your way. Telling the
school isn't as difficult as you think, their response on the other hand,
may need you to put your big boy/girl pants on.
You will need to send in a De-registration letter. You can find a template
for that on my website here. You can email it to them but the best thing
to do is to post it, signed for. Then there is no denying it was ever
received. Your responsibility ends there. Your child's school will then do
one of the following:
1. Accept your de-registration graciously (this hardly ever happens)
2. Try to invite you in to a meeting to discuss your options and ask you
to re-consider (This is where you will likely question yourself, stay
strong and politely decline)
3. Will not accept the de-registration letter until you inform the local
authority (this is not your responsibility and actually is the
responsibility of the school. Inform them that you understand it is
their responsibility to inform the local authority and you will be
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removing your child on the date you have put in your de-registration letter.
4. Will tell you that you are not good enough to home educate and that
your child would be better off in school (again, thank them politely for their
opinion but stand firm in your decision).
Telling your friends and family

Ok, so here comes the hard part, explaining your
decision to people and accepting that some of them
simply won't understand. This is the part you have to
remember why you're doing what you're doing and
be confident in explaining your reasons. If you face
criticism politely thank them for their concern but
stand firm in your explanation that you know what's
best for your child. It might be worth taking a look at
my blog post; Why Do People Assume
Homeschooled Children Don't Socialise, because
that's the first question you're likely to face.
Building your Support Network

Before you even think about lesson planning, and deciding what your day
will look like each day, it's time to start looking into home ed groups near
you. You may find out that there's a craft club meet up at 1pm every
Tuesday, or an adventure playground club that runs on Friday mornings.
Finding a community of homeschoolers near you is not only a great source
of support, it gives your children the opportunity to socialise and you can
use those regular meet-ups to plan your weekly schedule.If you're on
Facebook, start joining some home education groups, particularly ones in
your area, just search for 'home education followed by your location'. You
can also use the link below to search for groups in your area.
SEE GROUPS
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Planning a schedule

You only really need to plan a schedule, if it's going to be the
best thing for you and your family. Some parents totally free-style
homeschooling, while others like me, try to put a timed schedule in place.
I do it because I work, and it would be all too easy for my children to be
left alone doing nothing all day (I work from home, don't worry, they
would never be left home alone), and so to avoid that, I plan a timetable.
We do 8am-12pm and then we're finished for the day and it works well
for us. I've written a few blog posts around this, including one about my
original timetable which is completely different now. Take a look and get
some inspiration.
Timetable for working from home parents
How to win at homeschooling
Is routine important for homeschooling
Homeschooling without actually...homeschooling

Working with the Local Authority

Eventually, you will hear from your local authority. It is the
correspondence everyone dreads but as long as you know your rights,
you shouldn't be anxious about it. One of the reasons for this dread is the
horror stories you might see floating around Facebook. Actually, the
parents of Portsmouth really did have a horror story as the local authority
there was aggressively giving school attendance orders to parents at a
rate way higher than the national average. The parents launched court
proceedings and won a judicial review in September 2021. But not all
LA's are bad, and not all of them have the same approach. The standard
advice I see from seasoned homeschoolers is not to engage with your LA
whatsoever at all, but I don't think anyone has the right to tell you what to
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do and the decision has to be yours.

Should I or shouldn't I?

It took months for me to receive any communication from the LA, and
when I did, it was in the form of a letter asking for me to provide
evidence of our homeschooling routine, and how I measure my
children's abilities and progress. I wasn't asked to have a home visit,
but I know that usually, they do ask to visit you at home. I made the
decision to respond to the LA and gave them all the information
about our timetable, what we learn, the extra-curricular groups that
the boys attend and I provided photographic evidence. To the
question about measuring my children's progress, I told them I only
measure their happiness. I was polite but firm. I received an email
back telling me that I was doing a great job and they would contact
me again in twelve months to check everything was still ok.
I shared what I thought was the good news in a Facebook
homeschooling group and didn't get the reaction I expected. It caused
a huge argument, parents were disgusted with me for cooperating
whilst some thought it was great but didn't feel comfortable saying it
publicly due to the awful comments and so privately messaged me.
Some people even got banned from the group because of how
terrible their comments were. It was a shock. The homeschooling
community is generally very friendly and supportive, but not this time.
My point is, this has to be your decision and you don't have to share it
with anyone. All you have to remember is that you don't have to allow
anyone into your home and you don't even have to provide evidence.
But if you decide not to, ask yourself why? By not sharing some brief
details of your homeschooling journey, you could invite further
scrutiny, but you're well within your rights to say nothing if you don't
want to.
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How do I say no to the LA?

If you decide you do not want to engage with your Local Authority,
the best thing you can do is to tell them that. Please don't just ignore
them. Email or write to them and explain that your homeschooling
routine is working very well, your child is happy, but that you don't
wish to provide evidence or have a home visit. If you're anxious
about contact from the LA, this approach probably won't alleviate
that problem, because now you will find yourself waiting for a
response. You can engage with the LA without giving much away,
which should be enough to get them off your back. Take a look at
how to say Yes to the LA to learn more.

Saying Yes to the LA

You have to understand, that the Local Authority needs to make sure that
children are in a safe environment, and unfortunately, in a small number of
cases, there are parents that choose to homeschool to hide abuse that's
going on at home. So don't blame the LA for doing their job, it's a good
thing that children aren't slipping under the radar. On the next page, there
are some ideas that you can use for evidence of your routine that you
might not realise are classed as education. You can use these (if you are
doing any of them) to tell your LA how you educate. If you don't measure
progress, just be honest about that. Be polite, make it short, and hopefully,
it will be enough. I really do believe that some cooperation is better than
none. If you want, you could go all out as I did and provide a copy of your
timetable and even photographs.
This doesn't always guarantee they will leave you alone,
but I think it stands a better chance than saying
nothing at all.
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EXAMPLES OF
MATHS

Shopping - use a calculator to
work out costs
Cooking & baking - measuring
Eating out - working out the
bill
Walking - measuring distance,
and footsteps
Gardening - weighing soil into
plant pots

English

Shopping - reading the
aisle information &
packaging
Freestyle made up writing
Reading and audiobooks
Reading a shopping list,
road signs, street names
whilst on a walk

Geography

Travelling - staycations &
abroad, encourage children to
look at landscapes, road signs
& distances between home
and destination
These are just a very small amount of examples but hopefully you will get
the idea. Think of everything you do in your everyday life and ask yourself
how that can be seen as education.
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Finances

It is important to remember that you don't get financial support for
homeschooling, so be savvy with your spending. It's all too easy to get
sucked into thinking you need a lot, you don't. I have some top resources
that I would recommend, but even then, some of them won't be relevant
depending on what you choose to learn. Take a look here. You could also
try a Facebook swapping site like the Home Education/Schooling For
Sale, Swap or Wanted UK.

Stay Calm, it doesn't always go well

There will be bad days, days when homeschooling might feel like the
worst thing you ever did. But stay on course, the good days outweigh the
bad by far and your family will become closer for it. When things aren't
going well, it is sometimes better to stop what you're doing, quit early for
the day, and pick it up again tomorrow. Remember, the homeschooling
environment is supposed to be completely different from school. Don't try
to replicate the school environment, it will only lead to failure. Read my
diary and find out how my journey hasn't always gon well.
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Enjoy your
homeschooling
journey

No matter how your family is constructed, there's
one thing I can guarantee you, the journey won't
always be easy, but the rewards will just fall into
your lap. Enjoy the time that homeschooling will
give you with your children. It's a privilege few get
to enjoy.
By Lisa Tennant, a homeschooling mom of two.

